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Social Control 
The outbreak of coronavirus has forced both state and federal governments across the globe to enforce social control measures to curb the spread of the virus. One of the examples of governments that have enforced these measures is the Virginia State government. According to an article on The Federalist:  “Mandatory Masks Aren’t About Safety, They’re About Social Control”, the governor of Virginia issued an announcement in May, 2020 that it is mandatory for the residents to wear their facemasks any time they go outside their homes. According to the article, some people seeking to benefit politically present an argument that the mandatory-masking orders are targeted to alter the liberty and American’s freedom of lifestyle. The policies have the potential to use the virus as a weapon against American freedom now and days to come. This comes, bearing in mind that Americans have a tendency of deviance. For instance, the Lutheran and catholic administration in Minnesota announced to reopen churches without approval of the government. That is after their Governor failed to include churches in the reopening order. 
In relation to sociological concepts, governments may impose social control as for many reasons. For instance, social control may be used as sanction to law violators, as a way of governance and disciplining citizens or as a risk management strategy. In the case of mandatory-masking order by the Virginia government, the social control is used as a risk management strategy. The governments Imposes the masking order to prevent the likelihood of the undesirable outcomes of the spread of Covid-19 virus in the state. This is an intervention of controlling the problematic behavior that facilitates the spread of the killer virus, thus risking the livelihood of the state and the entire USA nation. Contrary to disciplinary and sanction models, the masking order aims at restructuring the environment to prevent occurrences of risks. 
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